Reptile and Grow Care Sheet

www.reptileandgrow.com.au

FROGS

Northern Green Tree Frog – Class B
Western Green Tree Frog – Class B
Magnificent Green Tree Frog – Class B
NECESSITIES:

VIVARIUM

UVA/UVB LIGHTING


SUBSTRATE

NOCTURNAL HEAT GLOBE 

WATER BOWL 

THERMOSTAT 




SPRAY BOTTLE



Frogs live for approx 5 years but can live for up to 20 years in captivity.

Frogs are primarily nocturnal, with occasional daytime activity.

Requirements

You require a licence issued by D.B.C.A   See above for the Category of licence.

Housing

Enclosures can be set up “wet” or “dry”.  A “wet” enclosure is waterproof at the bottom and can be filled with approx 10cm of water.  These tanks encourage breeding but a water heater and filter should be added to the list of necessities.  A “dry” enclosure has substrate on the floor and large dishes for bathing and drinking.  

Enclosures must be secure and escape proof.

Substrate

Fish gravel, river stones or smooth pebbles can be used in a “wet” enclosure.  Clean pea gravel is can be used for “dry” enclosures, as it is harder for the live food to hide.  Alternatively use a piece of Astro turf cut to size as this is easily cleaned and dried.

Humidity and Water

Tree frogs require high levels of humidity. In a “dry” enclosure use large, deep water bowls and mist the enclosure every 3-4 days with a spray bottle. Tap water needs to be treated with a de-chlorinator.  

Temperature and Lighting

Place a nocturnal basking lamp at one end of the enclosure so there is a warm end and a cool end (thermal gradient) allowing the frogs to heat up and cool off, as it requires.  The hot spot should be between 24(-30(C allowing night temperatures to drop to approx 10-15(C (any colder than this may kill tropical frogs).  The size of the enclosure will determine the wattage of the heat lamp used.  A heat mat can be placed under the substrate at the warm end of the enclosure especially in winter for the tropical frogs to provide heat from above and from below.

A definite daylight cycle of lighting should be provided, either manually or automatically using a simple electrical timer.  Use a full spectrum UVA/UVB globe for 8-10 hours each day to provide the UV light they require. 

Food

Frogs generally only eat live food, as movement is required to stimulate their feeding.  Commercial food available includes crickets, woodies, mealworms and pinkies (frozen mice).  You can also provide a dietary supplement from your home such as slaters, grasshoppers, moths and other insects (pesticide free).  Keep the same size frogs together as they will also eat each other.  Dusting food with calcium/vitamin powder helps provide full nutritional value.  Feed adults 2 or 3 times a week and froglets daily. 

Handling

Tree frogs are the kind of pet to be observed and not so much handled.  A frog’s skin is very sensitive to the mildest chemicals and generally don’t like to be petted by rough human hands.  If you wish to hold your frog, please wash your hands in clean water and hold your frog with wet hands.  This will minimise any damage done to their skin.  Northern Green Tree Frogs are quite placid and seem to be quite happy to sit on your hand for long periods before attempting to jump off.  Wash your hands before and after handling your frog.

Recommended Extras:

Heat Mat – used as an alternative to a heat lamp during winter to help maintain overnight heat.

Heat Cord 15W – used as an alternative to a heat lamp during winter to help maintain overnight heat.

Thermometer – to easily monitor temperatures in the enclosure.

Water Heater – maintain the water temperature at a minimum of 15-18( in a “wet” enclosure, especially during winter.

Water Filter – to maintain clean water conditions in a “wet” enclosure.

Hide Log – to sleep and feel secure.

Optional Extras

Day Heat Lamp – used in conjunction with the nocturnal lamp to give a distinctive day/night cycle.

Accessories

Basking Rock, Cricket Feeder, Waterfall, Little Dripper, Fogger.

You may also want to add branches, hide logs, small pot plants and/or plastic plants for a more natural looking environment.  

Health

Water Ager – dechlorinates tank and bathing water.

Colloidal Silver – a preventative antibacterial, antiviral and antifungal tonic used to keep water fresh, to help control parasites and worms.  Add a teaspoon to drinking water or dab on minor wounds.                                                                       

Body Guard – a preventative antibacterial, antiviral and antifungal spray that can be used for cleaning the interior of the enclosure as well as bark, branches, water and food bowls.  Also used for the treatment of minor wounds and aids in healthy shedding.

Multivitamins & Calcium – dusted on live food as a dietary supplement.

Recommended Reading

Care and Breeding of Popular Tree Frogs; by Philippe de Vosjoli, Robert Mailloux & Drew Ready

Frogs as Pets – A Guide to Keeping the Australian Green Tree Frog 1996; by Michael Tyler
Recommended Websites:

www.dbca.wa.gov.au

www.reptileandgrow.com.au

www.radicalreptiles.com.au

Should you have any worries concerning your pet, please feel free to bring your animal down to the shop where we can provide you with our expert advice.

