Reptile and Grow Care Sheet

www.reptileandgrow.com.au

GECKOS

TERRESTRIAL - 
Binoes’s Gecko – Class B






Three-line Knob-tail Gecko  - Class B




Thick Tailed Gecko – Class B
ARBOREAL -
Tree Dtella – Class B
Northern Spiny-tailed Gecko – Class B 

South-west Spiny-tailed Gecko – Class B
NECESSITIES

VIVARIUM 


NOCTURNAL HEAT LAMP


SUBSTRATE


WATER BOWL


THERMOSTAT

PLASTIC PLANTS

SPRAY BOTTLE


Geckos can live for up to 10 years.

Geckos are primarily nocturnal.

Requirements

You require a licence issued by D.B.C.A  See above for the Category of licence.
Housing

Enclosures should be at least 40cm x 20cm x30cm high with ventilation at or near the top for a pair of adult geckos.  Glass terrariums (fish tanks) with secure lids can be used for Thick Tailed Geckos as they can’t climb the glass (ie terrestrial).  Enclosures must be secure and escape proof especially for arboreal geckos.

Substrate

Desert Blend, commercially cleaned sand and a range of coloured sand is available.  

Humidity and Water

Provide a small water bowl with clean water at all times.  A pebble or two in a deep water-bowl will prevent accidental drowning.  Daily misting with a water bottle is required especially in summer, as geckos prefer to drink from dew and raindrops.

Temperature and Lighting

Place either a nocturnal heat lamp at one end of the enclosure or a heat mat or heat cord under one end of the enclosure so there is a warm end and a cool end (thermal gradient) allowing the geckos to heat up and cool off as they require.  The hot spot should be approximately 28(C.  The size of the enclosure will determine the wattage of the heat lamp used.  

As geckos are mostly nocturnal, UV lighting in not required.
Food

Geckos only eat insects such as crickets, woodies and mealworms, which are commercially available. Dusting food with calcium/vitamin powder helps provide full nutritional value.  Feed adults every 2 or 3 days and babies daily. 

Handling

Geckos are the kind of pet to be observed and not so much handled.  If handled incorrectly they may drop their tails.  Although the tail grows back, it may not have the original distinctive markings (especially on knob-tails). If you wish to hold your gecko, do NOT accidentally grab it by the tail.  Also note that they are very quick and will jump.  Wash your hands before and after handling your gecko.
Recommended Extras
Thermometer – to help monitor ideal heat requirements.

Hide Rock – to sleep and feel secure such as Exo Terra magnetic Reptile Den that allows you to see your geckos even when they are sleeping.

Multivitamins & Calcium – dusted on live food as a dietary supplement. 

Reptihand - hand cleaner that removes bacteria and other contaminants from your skin.  Use before handling your pet. 

You should also add branches for climbing and camouflage depending on the gecko species and plastic plants (geckos will drink the misted water off the leaves).

Optional Extras

Heat Mat – can be used on its own or in conjunction with a nocturnal heat lamp.

Heat Cord – can be used on its own or in conjunction with a nocturnal heat lamp.  

Day Heat Lamp – used in conjunction with the nocturnal lamp to give a distinctive day/night cycle.

UV Lamp - used in conjunction with the nocturnal lamp to give a distinctive day/night cycle.

Accessories

Cricket Feeder, Termite Mound, Waterwell, Plastic Plants, Hide Log, Heat Cave, Heat Rock, Mealworm Bowl, Rock Walls, Rock Ledges, Basking Rock, Little Dripper, Roach Off, Jungle Vines.  

Health

Colloidal Silver – a preventative antibacterial, antiviral and antifungal tonic used to keep water fresh, to help control parasites and worms.  Add a teaspoon to drinking water or dab on minor wounds.                                                                       

Body Guard – a preventative antibacterial, antiviral and antifungal spray that can be used for cleaning the interior of the enclosure as well as bark, branches, water and food bowls.  Also used for the treatment of minor wounds and aids in healthy shedding. 

Cage Cleaner – ideally suited to the cleaning of reptile enclosures.                          

Multivitamins & Calcium – dusted on live food as a dietary supplement.

Worm Rid – in liquid form can be fed to your reptile using a dropper.     

Recommended Reading

Care of Australian Reptiles in Captivity by John Weigel

Geckos: Professional Breeder by FW Henkel
Recommended Websites:

www.dbca.wa.gov.au

www.reptileandgrow.com.au

www.radicalreptiles.com.au

Should you have any worries concerning your pet, please feel free to bring your animal down to the shop where we can provide you with our expert advice.

