Reptile and Grow Care Sheet

www.reptileandgrow.com.au

TURTLES

Oblong Tortoise – Class B
Flat-Shelled Turtle – Class B
North-Western Red Faced Turtle – Class B

NECESSITIES

VIVARIUM 

UVA/UVB LIGHTING


HEAT LAMP

SUBSTRATE


WATER HEATER
FILTER



AIR PUMP 

DE-CHOLRINATOR


THERMOSTAT



Turtles can live for up to 50 years.

Requirements

You require a licence issued by D.B.C.A  See above for the Category of licence.
Housing

Young turtles can be housed in an aquarium suitable for their size and adults should be housed in an outdoor pond.  Aquariums should be a minimum of 2 feet long, however this depends on the size of the turtle.  . Create ‘land’ out of rocks or gravel, big enough to sit on and position the heat lamp over the ‘land’.  Ponds should be 40cm deep and 100cm x 150cm, also set up with dry ‘land’ where the turtles can bask.  Shade cloth or chicken/bird wire should be used as a protective covering to keep cats and birds of prey out and turtles in. 

Substrate

Aquarium gravel, river rocks and decorative pebbles can all be used as substrate.

Humidity and Water

Fill the aquarium to at least one-third, the water should be deep enough to swim under and over the furniture safely. The water needs to be aged with a commercial de-chlorinator and heated to approx 18(C with a water heater.  A good filtration and aeration system needs to be provided.

Temperature and Lighting

Place the heat lamp over the ‘land’ at one end of the enclosure so there is a warm end and a cool end (thermal gradient) allowing the turtle to heat up and cool off, as it requires.  The hot spot should be approximately 28(C.  The size of the enclosure will determine the wattage of the heat lamp used.  

A definite daylight cycle of lighting should be provided, either manually or automatically using an electrical timer.  Use a full spectrum UVA/UVB globe for 12-14 hours each day to provide the UV light they require to make vitamin D3 (essential for healthy bone/shell structure).  
Food

Turtles have a wide variety in their diet including raw meat, insects, small mice, fish, yabbies, etc. Turtle Pellets, Brine Shrimp, Turtle Dinners, Bloodworms, Crickets and Mousicles are all commercially available.

Handling

Turtles don’t seem to like being carried and can cause nasty scratches with their claws.   Very young turtles should be handled carefully as their shells may chip.  However they can be hand fed (underwater) and don’t mind a roam around a secure part of the garden during the day to forage and for some exercise. Wash your hands before and after handling your turtle and clean any scratches immediately with antiseptic.
Recommended Extras
PH Test Kit – excess PH will make a turtle sick and is a good indicator of how clean/dirty the water is.

PH Adjusters – to help maintain ideal PH levels.

Thermometer – to monitor temperatures.

Reptihand - hand cleaner that removes bacteria and other contaminants from your skin.  Use before handling your pet.

Reptisafe 5 – water dechlorinator.

Nitrivec – breaks down ammonium and nitrates.

Algae Cure – breaks down algae.

Hide Log – to sleep and feel secure.

Multivitamins & Calcium – dusted on live food as a dietary supplement.

Accessories

Plastic Plants, Hide Log, Floating Island, Rock Ledges, cleaned river rocks.  Plastic plants can’t be eaten and don’t add to PH levels.

Remember to clean all furnishings from the bush in mild bleach/detergent solution and rinse well before adding to the enclosure.  This will help reduce the introduction of mites, worms and other parasites.

HEALTH:

Body Guard – a preventative antibacterial, antiviral and antifungal spray that can be used for cleaning the interior of the enclosure.  Also used for the treatment of minor wounds and aids in healthy shedding.

Multivitamins & Calcium – added to food as a dietary supplement.

Worm Rid – in liquid form can be fed to your pet using a dropper.

Recommended Reading:

Keeping Long-Necked Turtles by Darren Green

Aquatic Turtle Kit by Zoomed

Recommended Websites:

www.dbca.wa.gov.au

www.reptileandgrow.com.au

www.radicalreptiles.com.au

Should you have any worries concerning your pet, please feel free to bring your animal down to the shop where we can provide you with our expert advice.

