Reptile and Grow Care Sheet

www.reptileandgrow.com.au

VENOMOUS SNAKES

Southern Death Adder – Class C

Desert Death Adder – Class C
Pilbara Death Adder – Class C

Western Tiger Snake – Class C
Mulga Snake – Class C


Spotted Mulga Snake – Class C
Dugite – Class C



Gwardar – Class C
NECESSITIES

VIVARIUM

INFRARED RED HEAT LAMP


SUBSTRATE



WATER BOWL


THERMOSTAT


Snakes can live for up to 25 years.

All species are active day and night

Requirements

You require a licence issued by D.B.C.A  See above for the Category of licence.
Housing

In all species listed except death adders, one adult (to 150 cm total length) can be kept indoors in a lockable, top-ventilated, all glass or glass-fronted wooden vivarium of at least 90 x 45 cm floor area. The height should be a minimum of 30 cm if front opening and 45 cm if top opening. Adult death adders require less room, 50 x 30 cm floor area being adequate, but for safety it is preferable to use a top opening vivarium to house these rapid-striking snakes. It is recommended that all venomous snakes be housed separately (except during mating) to avoid problems associated with removal for cleaning, or when feeding. Juveniles (less than 40 cm long) may be kept in smaller facilities. It is very important that cages be strongly constructed and escape-proof.

Substrate

Commercially cleaned and packaged sand is available.  Bagged bark chips, Desert Blend and a range of coloured sand is also available including Reptile calcium sand.  Any floor covering used should be easy to clean and replaced regularly.

Humidity and Water

Provide a water bowl with clean water at all times.  Ideally it should be heavy enough to prevent tipping and large enough to bathe in to aid in shedding.

Temperature and Lighting

Place a basking lamp at one end of the enclosure so there is a warm end and a cool end (thermal gradient) allowing the snakes to heat up and cool off, as they require.  The hot spot should be approximately 32-34(C.  The size of the enclosure will determine the wattage of the heat lamp used.  

Food

All large elapids will accept dead rats and mice. Never hand feed, nor offer live prey, and never handle snakes after touching their food. Tongs and long-handled tweezers can be used to wriggle dead food in front of snake to stimulate feeding if necessary. In most cases food will be taken when placed on cage floor. Feed every 10 days or so a meal weighing about 5% of the snake’s weight, this should be enough for a snake that is adequately heated, although it is not uncommon for periods of fasting to occur, especially during the cool winter months. Juveniles may need to be fed every 7 days. Snakes may become very excited at feeding times, with keeper’s movement stimulating a hunting strike, so extra caution is required.

Handling
Venomous snakes, especially females, may be nervous in captivity. Snakes will occasionally strike at the glass when a person approaches. This is normal defensive behaviour. The snake will usually settle down after a short period, and the striking will subside. However, never consider a venomous snake to be tame – lax handling practices can earn you a trip to the hospital. Do not move a snake for several days after it has eaten, nor when in pre-slough condition – that is from commencement of "milky" eyes until it has shed its skin.

Recommended Extras

Thermometer – to help monitor ideal heat requirements.

Reptihand - hand cleaner that removes bacteria and other contaminants from your skin.  Use before handling your pet.

Hide Rock – to sleep and feel secure.

Hide Log – to sleep and feel secure.

Multivitamins & Calcium – mixed in with fresh food or dusted on live food as a dietary supplement.

Worm Rid – in liquid form can be fed to your reptile using a dropper, especially if providing furniture from the bush.

Reptile Essentials Pack – contains cage cleaner, vitamin spray, skin shed spray, tick and mite spray and worming solution.

You should also add branches for climbing to provide exercise.

Accessories

Feeding Tongs/Tweezers, Feeding Bowl, Hide Logs, Heat Cave, Heat Rock, Rock Walls, Rock Ledges, Basking Rock, bendable Jungle Vines and plastic plants for decoration.  Remember - simplistic furnishings aid safe cleaning procedures. 

Health

Colloidal Silver – a preventative antibacterial, antiviral and antifungal tonic used to keep water fresh, to help control parasites and worms.  Add a teaspoon to drinking water or dab on minor wounds.                                                                       

Body Guard – a preventative antibacterial, antiviral and antifungal spray that can be used for cleaning the interior of the enclosure as well as bark, branches, water and food bowls.  Also used for the treatment of minor wounds and aids in healthy shedding. 

Cage Cleaner – ideally suited to the cleaning of reptile enclosures.                          

Multivitamins & Calcium – dusted on live food as a dietary supplement.

Worm Rid – in liquid form can be fed to your reptile using a dropper.     

Recommended Reading:

Care of Australian Reptiles In Captivity by John Weigel

Snakes: A Complete Pet Owner’s Manual by Barrons

If you have your Category 5 licence you should already know what you’re doing anyway!

Recommended Websites:

www.dbca.wa.gov.au

www.reptileandgrow.com.au

www.radicalreptiles.com.au

Should you have any worries concerning your pet, please feel free to bring your animal down to the shop where we can provide you with our expert advice.
